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Reviewer's report:

This report comprises an excellent and comprehensive review of the literature
relating to complications of DVT prophylaxis in trauma patients. Reference is
made to key papers in the field including current American College of Chest
Physician guidelines. Detailed analysis of the leading complications relating to
pharmacologic, mechanical and IVC filter methods of prophylaxis is performed
and well summarized in tables. This review will benefit and guide clinicians in
making optimal decisions in the management of DVT prophylaxis for trauma
patients.

Minor essential revisions:

1. In the second paragraph of the Filter Migration section, reference is made to
Table 1. | believe you meant Table 5.

Discretionary comment:

The role for DVT prophylaxis in trauma patients is well established. In this paper,
in addition to a review of the complications related to LMWH versus UH, a
comprehensive review of the complications related to second line means of DVT
prophylaxis is also presented. A rate of bleeding related to mechanical
prophylaxis is calculated at 2.6%, and a rate of insertion-related complications for
retrievable IVC filters is also calculated to be 2.6%. In the abscence of specific
contraindications related to the use of either mechanical devices or IVC filters, |
wonder if the authors would care to speculate on the currently recommended
preference for mechanical devices over IVC filters, when pharmacologic
prophylaxis is contraindicated.
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